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Garden  questions  still  are  coming  in  thick  and  fast.     Two  of  this 


week's  questions  are  especially  timely  right  now.    0ne  letter  asks  about  vege- 


tables to  -olant  in  a  flower  border  to  save  space. 


L 


kther  asks  about  planting 


vegetables  for  canning.  Plant  scientists  of  the  \ 
ture  give  the  answers  to  both  of  these  questions 
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The  first  letter  says:  "We  have  very  lit|^&s^ace^f or  a  Victory^ Garden, 


fde  of  our 


but  we  have  a  flower  border  about  5  feet  wide  anHi^  in  r,4i£eon  e< 
lawn.     I  should  like  to  plant  some  vegetables  in  the  borders,  either  with  the 
flowers  or  in  their  place.    Can  you  suggest  some  vegetables  that  would  work 
in  well  in  these  borders?" 

Plant  scientists  suggest  tomatoes,  chard,  peppers,  pole  "beans  and  parsley 
to  grow  along  with  the  flowers,  because  they  all  have  a  long  season  and  all 
are  d3C<  -afive  in  foliage  or  fruit.    Other  vegetables  tha*  might  work  in  for 
part  of  the  summer  are!  carrots,  beets,  lettuce  and  radishes.     The  foliage  of 
carrets  and  beets  is  attractive.    Lettuce  and  radishes  are  low-growing  and 
make  a  good  edge  or  border  to  a  flower  bed  as  well  as  good  early- summer  sal??1,. 
Vhen  the  lettuce  and  radishes  are  gone,  you  might  put  in  their  place  such  low- 
growing  flowers  as  sweet  alyssum,  ageratum  or  portulaea. 

Your  borders  roiat  hav&  good  soil  if  you  want  to  plant  vegetables  in 
them.    And  the;  mast  get  plenty  of  sunshine.    Ho  vegetables  will  do  well  wher«* 


they  get  much  shade  from  trees  or  shrubs 4  or  where  tree  roots  use  the  nour- 
ishment in  the  soil  and  leave  little  for  the  vegetables. 

For  the  few  tomatoes  you  grow  in  the  flower  "border,  "buy  plants  instead 
of  trying  to  grow  them  yourself  from  seed.     Set  the  tomatoes  along  the  fence 
so  they  won't  shade  smaller  plants.     Tomatoes  need  staking,  pruning  and  tying 
as  they  grow  in  such  a  "border;  otherwise  the  plants  will  sprawl  out  too  far. 
Of  course,  tomatoes  will  "be  more  attractive  if  you  paint  their  stakes  dark 
green  and  tie  them  up  with  green  string. 

Peppers  also  can  grow  in  your  flower  border  instead  of  taking  up  space  in 
a  vegetable  garden.    Both  the  foliage  and  the  fruit  of  peppers  is  attractive. 
Buy  about  6  pepper  plants  for  the  average  family.     Set  them  2  feet  apart. 
Peppers  grow  from  18  to  24  inches  tall,  so  like  tomatoes,  the  place  for  peppers 
is  at  the  back  of  the  border  where  they  won't  shade  smaller  plants. 

Another  good  vegetable  for  the  border  is  Swiss  chard.     It  grows  about 
15  inches  high.    A  10-to-15-f oot  row  of  chard  will  give  yov.r  family  a  green 
leafy  vegetable  for  many  weeks  of  the  summer.    Chard  is  a  cut- and- come-again 
vegetable.    You  can  keep  cutting  off  and  using  the  outside  leaves,  and  the  inner 
leaves  will  keep  coming. 

Pole  beans  can  grow  in  a  flower  border,  too.     And  they,  like  tomatoes 
and  peppers,  should  stand  at  the  back,  and  on  the  north  or  west  side  so  they 
won't  shade  the  low-growing  vegetables.     Two  good  varieties  of  pole  Deans  are 
Kentucky  Wonder  snap  beans  and  King  of  the  Garden  lima  beans.     You  will  need 
to  spray  all  beans,  of  course,  even  those  in  the  flower  garden,   to  protect  them 
from  bean  beetles. 

So  much  for  the  question  about  flowers  and  vegetables  growing  side  by 
side.     Now  for  the  letter  about  planting  vegetables  for  canning.     This  letter 
says:  "I  plan  to  can  all  the  vegetables  from  my  Victory  garden  that  my  family 
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does  not  eat  fresh.     Will  you  tell  me  when  to  plant  tomatoes  and  snap  beans 
to  can? 

Plant  tomatoes  after  danger  of  killing  frost  is  past,  the  plant 
scientists  say.     Experienced  gardeners  often  start  their  own  tomato  plants  in 
the  house  from  seed,  "but  many  prefer  to  "buy  strong  healthy  young  plants  of  the 
variety  they  like.     G-ood  early  varieties  of  tomatoes  are  Sarlianna  or  Bonny 
Best.     Good  Mid-season  varieties  are  Marglobe  or  Rutgers.     You  can  plant  both 
early  and  mid-season  varieties  at  the  same  time,  or  plant  the  later  variety  a 
week  or  two  after  the  early  tomatoes.     Staked  tomato  plants  are  easier  to  cul- 
tivate, and  the  fruit  keeps  cleaner  for  canning  if  it  does  not  touch  the  ground. 

As  for  beans,  you  can  plant  pole  snap  beans  several  times  during  the 
summer. .. .put  new  seed  in  every  2  weeks  or  so.     Then  your  canning  will  space 
comfortably  over  the  season.    The  best  pole  varieties  of  snap  beans  are  brown- 
seeded  or  white-seeded  Kentucky  Wonders. 

If  you  are  thinking  of  canning  lima  beans,  plant  them  later  than  snap 
beans.    Lima  beans  have  a  growing  season  of  about  4  months,  so  plant  them  only 
once.     Lima  beans  need  fairly  hot  weather.     The  small  butter-bean  type  will  be 
ready  for  canning  sooner  than  the  large  lima  beans. 

That's  all  the  questions  for  today.     Listen  for  more  garden  questions 
next  week. 
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